mind, Franco ruled 1939 to 1975 much in the spirit of Philip II. Robespierre, Hitler, Stalin and Lenin tried to abolish the hold of the Christian religion, and some Muslims hope eventually to overcome Christianity. Can his impressive church/tomb somehow produce the last laugh for Franco? The Gallegan soldier did recover some of the Cruzada of Ferdinand and Isabella and the puritanism of Philip II. Few since the pharaohs have devoted so much energy to a tomb.
Spanish memory of Franco's fascist and reactionary interlude, 1936-1975 is behind many of the essays edited by Valis. The first essay is by Sandie Holguín. In "Navigating the Historical Labyrinth of the Spanish Civil War" she invokes the 1943 classic social history by Gerald Brenan, an Irish member of the Lost Generation, who was living in Spain when war broke out in July 1936. That book aided the British government in trying to keep Franco's Spain out of Hitler's hands.
Enric Ucelay-Da Cal, a Spanish professor of history at the University of Barcelona, writes "The Spanish Civil War as a National Conflict." He implies that "Spain" is an illusion, citing Carlist, Basque and Catalan denials and attraction to civil war from the 19 th century. Eighty-four (1949) , "Big Brother" was a composite of Franco, Stalin, Hitler and some imaginary American movie idol. Orwell never visited the US, and viewed American journalists and advertisers almost like the journalists who wrote for Joseph Goebbels or Pravda. Esenwein ignores the fact that George Orwell was a fan of the pacifist Independent Labour Party and voted Labour in July 1945 against the "wind-baggers," the "appeasers," and even Churchill's imperialistic Tories. (1940) . In The Owl of Minerva Regler presents the best literary justification for why young men--democrats, Jews, socialists, Communists and even Christians--fought for the Spanish Republic despite its flaws. Regler says, in effect, that no one can afford to ignore the problems of those confronted by dictators, tyrants and police states. Monteath also cites three pro-Nazi military writers published between 1937 and 1940. Although saying little specific to the Spanish crisis, they illustrate the in Mendelson's essay. Franco kept the fact of the bombing censored in Spain until his death in 1975. Joseph Goebbels kept the Guernica story out of the Nazi press, simply by quoting the right-wing French press agency Havas's denial of bombing. "Guernica" was on display in the New York Museum of Modern Art for almost forty years. As stipulated in Picasso's will, the painting went to Spain in 1981and is displayed in Madrid to signal the return of democracy to Spain. The Basque language and nationalism, repressed under Franco, has revived, sometimes violently.
Sebastiaan Faber authored "The Exile's Dilemma: Writing the Civil War from Elsewhere" (341). Born in the Netherlands and educated in London, Faber may even wish he had been born thirty-five years earlier so he could have fought in the International Brigades. In his essay Faber tells how sympathizers with the cause of the Spanish Republic began writing, many of them in Mexico, about their lost cause. Martyrs, like the poet Federico García Lorca, have also had their works republished and explicated.
The Valis edited book closes with very useful Parts VI (Resources) and VII (Course Syllabi). These should help meet the special needs of high school teachers and college teachers of Spanish 101 who want to bring the Spanish Civil War to life for today's students. Robert H. Whealey Ohio University
